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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion, is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 1 and 19 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stellies (U.S.P. 1,702,621 - hereinafter Stellies '621 ) in view of U.S. Patent Publication 
2003/00901 14 to Kang (hereinafter Kang '114 ); and Claims 11,18 and 19 have been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 1,590,400 to Widmer 
(hereinafter Widmer '400) in view of Kang '114 . New Claim 20 has been added and thus, 
Claims 1 1 and 18-20 remain active. 

Considering first then the rejection of Claims 1 1 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Stellies '621 in view of Kang '114 , Applicant notes that Stellies '621 
teaches providing means for retaining a release plunger 18 in a depressed position when a bag 
is in an open condition, allowing it to rise only after catches 1 5 have fully entered into a lock 
casing 22 and are in position to become engaged therein, thereby avoiding excessive and 
unnecessary movement by which wear is incurred (cf. lines 17-25 of page 1 and Figs. 1 to 3). 

The lock of this reference for a handbag is configured such that the catches 1 5 formed 
on a frame element 13 are inserted into openings 25 formed through the front wall of the lock 
casing 22 formed on a frame element 14 and that the cam faces of keeper detents 26 are 
engaged with catch openings 16 (cf. lines 83-86 of page 1 and Figs. 1 to 3). 

The Examiner has pointed out that "Stelljes '621 discloses Applicant's claim 
limitations including: an 'engaging piece'-15 'fixed on a lid'-l 1,10 as shown in Fig 1, a 
'latch mechanism 5 - particularly including 26, 'fixed on a main body of the bag' - 14,10." (cf. 
item 2 in the Official Action). Furthermore, in the same Office Action, the Examiner points 
out that "It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to provide part 15 of Stelljes '621 with a synthetic resin coating as taught by Kang 
' 1 14 for noise damping as suggested by Kang ' 1 14". 

Applicants submit that if part 15 of Stellies '621 were provided with a synthetic resin 
coating for noise damping as suggested by Kang '114 , the above-noted object of Stellies '621 
would not be able to be attained. 

More particularly, in the case of coating the catches 15 in Figure 1 of Stellies '621 
with the noise damping materials (19) made of synthetic resin as taught by Kang '114 , it 
would be necessary to widen the openings 25 of Stellies '621 as shown in the attached 
explanatory drawing 1-1 shown in Attachment A. In that case, so as to make the pair of 
catches 15 secured rigidly on the inner side of the frame element 13 through the cam faces of 
keeper detents 26 of Stellies '621 entering the openings 16, it would be necessary to form the 
widths of the keeper detents 26 more narrowly and to form the heights of the keeper detents 
26 more highly as shown in the attached explanatory drawing 1-2 in Attachment A. 
Furthermore, it would be necessary to depress the plunger 18 more deeply in order to release 
the catches 15 from the keeper detents 26 (in lines 4-10 of page 2 of Stellies '621 ). 

Thus, in the case of the catches 1 5 of Stellies '621 provided with synthetic resin 
coatings for noise damping as suggested by Kang '114 , while the frame covers 1 1 and 12 are 
in closed position relative to each other, the coatings of the synthetic resin formed on the 
catches 15 come into contact continuously with the inside walls of the keeper detents 26 and 
lock casing 22. Therefore, the coatings of synthetic resin formed on the catches 15 of Stellies 
'621 would become worn away fairly quickly. In this case, as the coatings of synthetic resin 
formed on the catches 15 are worn away more, the catch openings 16 would expand more as 
shown in attached explanatory drawings 1-3 and 1-4. Thereby, the clearances between the 
keeper detents 26 and the insides of the catches 15 would come to expand more, so the 
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engagements of the keeper detents 26 into the catch openings 16 would become loose. 
Accordingly, it would be difficult to retain the bag sides in a closed position. 

Kang '114 discloses a striker in which a latching loop 15 is coated with a noise 
damping material 19 (in paragraph [0038] and in FIG. 1), and the noise damping material 19 
is made of synthetic resin (cf. paragraph [0041]). 

Furthermore, the noise damping material 19 of this citation is substantially uniformly 
coated on the U-shaped latching loop 15 excluding the part thereof in the vicinity of the 
bracket 11. Due to the application of noise damping material 19 as taught by Kang '114 to 
the catches 15 of Stelljes '621 , most of the surfaces of the catches 15 are prevented from 
directly touching the inside walls of the keeper detents 26 and lock casing 22, so there is no 
noise generated from the catches 15 and the keeper detents 26 at the time of closing the bag 
sides (cf. paragraph [0041]). However, in the case of catches 15 of Stelljes '621 provided 
with synthetic resin coatings for noise damping as suggested by Kang '114 , as stated above, it 
is necessary to depress the plunger 18 excessively in order to release the catches 15 from the 
keeper detents 26, so the coatings of synthetic resin formed on the catches 15 of Stelljes '621 
come to be worn away fairly by this operation of the plunger 1 8. And it is difficult to retain 
the bag sides in closed position through the abrasion of the coatings of synthetic resin on the 
catches 15. 

On the other hand, in the present invention, the member (15) for preventing damage is 
provided on the only part of the surface of the engaging piece (12) that collides on the latch 
member (19) and isn't provided on any part of the surface of the engaging piece (12) that 
doesn't collide on the latch member (19). 

According to this invention, it isn't necessary to widen the depressed part (21) for 
admitting the engaging piece (12). Also in the present invention, the member (15) for 
preventing infliction of injury isn't provided on the engaging ring (18), so the latch member 
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(19) is received in the engaging ring (18) without interfering with the member (15) for 
preventing infliction of injury. Therefore, even if the member (15) for preventing infliction 
of injury is provided on the surface of the engaging piece (12), there is no problem in opening 
and closing the bag. Even if the member (15) for preventing infliction of injury is abraded 
entirely, the clearance between the engaging ring (18) and the latch member (19) isn't 
influenced as shown in the attached explanatory drawings II- 1 and II-2 in Attachment A. 
With regard to the above technical points, the fastener of this invention is very different from 
the case of the application of noise damping material 19 as taught by Kang 6 114 to the 
catches 15 of Stellies '621 . 

In the present invention, therefore, it is made possible to keep the metal surface (28) 
of the latch mechanism beautiful without deteriorating the function the fastener for a bag 
naturally has. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that Claims 1 1 and 19 clearly patentably 
define over the above-noted references as well as the remaining references of record. 

Considering next then the rejection of Claims 11,18 and 19 under 35 U.S. C. § 103 as 
being unpatentable over Widmer '400 in view of Kang '114 , Applicant notes that Widmer 
'400 aims to provide a simple spring fastener which will permanently hold the flap of the 
container in a closed position unless it is positively opened (in lines 5-9 of page 1 of Widmer 
'400 ). 

In use of the fastener disclosed in Widmer '400 , the tab is pushed under the bridge 9 
which is attached to the body of the pouch 10. The shoulder 1 1 on the shoulder plate 5 
engages under the influence of its spring 8 with the bridge 9, thus holding the flap in position 
until the shoulder plate 5 is positively pressed down to release the tab (in lines 54-61 of page 
1 and Figs. 1 and 2 of Widmer '400 ). 
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The Examiner has pointed out that "Widmer '400 discloses Applicants claim 
limitations including: an 'engaging piece'- including 5, 'fixed on a lid'- as shown in Fig 1, a 
'latch mechanism' - particularly including 9, 'fixed on a main body portion of the bag' - as 
shown."(see item 3 in the Official Action). However, when the bridge 9 of Widmer '400 is 
provided with a synthetic resin coating as taught by Kang ' 1 14 for noise damping as 
suggested by Kang '114 , it may be concluded that the above object of Widmer '400 will not 
be able to be attained. 

As shown in the explanatory drawing III- 1 , in the case of coating the bridge 9 of 
Widmer '400 with the noise damping materials (19) made of synthetic resin as taught by 
Kang '114 , it is necessary to form the height of the clearance (h) of the bridge 9 more highly 
as shown in the attached explanatory drawing III -2 so as to make the shoulder 1 1 secured 
rigidly with the bridge 9. Furthermore, it is necessary to depress the shoulder plate 5 more 
deeply in order to release the tab from the bridge 9. 

Thus, in the case of the bridge 9 of Widmer '400 provided with synthetic resin 
coatings for noise damping as suggested by Kang '114 , both at the time of opening the flap 3 
and at the time of closing the flap 3 of the pouch 1 0, the synthetic resin formed on the bridge 
9 comes into contact with the shoulder plate 5. Therefore, the coatings of synthetic resin 
formed on the bridge 9 come to be worn away fairly quickly. In this case, as the coatings of 
synthetic resin formed on the bridge 9 are worn away more, the height (w) of the part of the 
bridge 9 which the shoulder 1 1 contacts comes to be less and the clearance (h) between the 
bridge 9 and the underplate 1 expands more as shown in the attached explanatory drawing 
III-3. Thereby, the fixing of the shoulder 1 1 to the bridge 9 comes to be loose. Accordingly, 
it is difficult to retain the pouch 1 in closed position. 

As stated above, the present invention clearly differs in object and configuration from 
Stelljes , Kang and Widmer and the effects thereof cannot be obtained from these citations. In 
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addition, there is no description either disclosing or suggesting the configuration of the 
present invention in these citations. 

Insofar as Widmer '400 fails to rectify the above-noted deficiencies regarding the 
prior art mentioned above and in view of the limitations set forth in each of Claims 11,18 
and 19 as well as new Claim 20, it is submitted that each of Claims 1 1 and 18-20 merit 
indication of allowability with the same being hereby respectfully requested. 

Applicants further note that a communication under Rule 51(4) EPC has been 
received by Applicants from the European Patent Office, a copy of which is enclosed as 
Attachment B which indicates that the European Patent Office is now prepared to allow the 
corresponding European Patent Application No. 04250275.7. In this regard, it is noted that 
Claims 1 1 and 20 of the present application correspond to Claim 1 of the European Patent 
Application, which the European Patent Office is now proposing for allowance. In view of 
this and in view of the above-noted arguments in support of the patentability of Claims 1 1-20 
as well as dependent Claims 18 and 19, it is submitted that each of Claims 1 1 and 18-20 now 
merit indication of allowability with the same being hereby respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Figure 3 of Stelljes Explanatory drawing I - 




Explanatory drawing I -3 




Explanatory drawing I -4 




The metallic surface (28) 
The latch mechaniBm (.14) f ^-The engaging piece (12) 
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The engaging piece (12) 




The engaging ring (18) 

The latch member (19) 

The member (15) for preventing 
infliction of injury 



Explanatory drawing II - 1 



The metallic surface (28) 
The latch mechanism (14) ^ The engaging piece (12) 
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The engaging ring (18) 



The engaging piece (12) 



The latch member (19) 



Explanatory drawing II -2 




The noise damping material 

J7TTT7? 

The bridge (9) 



The shoulder (ll) 




The overlapping height (w) 

The shoulder plate (5) 

The underplate (l) 



The clearance (h) ^ The P orch ( 10 > 

Explanatory drawing III -2 
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Explanatory drawing IE -3 



The shoulder plate (5) 
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(Rule 51(8) EPC). 
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accordance with the provisions applying thereto in the State concerned. Further details (e.g. appointment 
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EPO information brochure "National law relating to the EPC", and in the supplementary information 
published in the Official Journal of the EPO, or available on the EPO website. 

Failure to supply such translation to the Contracting and Extension States in time and in accordance with 
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5 This invention relates to a fastener for briefcases, bags, etc. and more 

particularly to a fastener for bags which prevents an engaging piece on the lid side 
thereof from inflicting a scar or a dent on a latch mechanism on the main body side 
thereof as a consequence of collision between the engaging piece and the latch 
mechanism while the fastener is in the process of being opened and closed. 

10 Heretofore, it has been proposed to have the surface of a fitting for a women's 

handbag coated and formed with nitride or carbide of titanium (Ti) as disclosed in 
Japanese Utility Model Registration No. 3038616. It has been customary to produce 
this fitting by evaporating titanium in accordance with a method of physical vacuum 
deposition on a metallic fitting molded in advance in a shape proper for the function 

IS expected to be discharged so as to enable the produced fitting to excel in corrosion 
resistance and wear resistance. 

Since the fitting has a thin coating layer of titanium, however, it has been at a 
disadvantage in being easily injured and eventually peeled when the metal used as the 
body material thereof is deficient in hardness. It has further suffered from the defect 

20 of incurring a high production cost because it requires the whole surface thereof to be 
coated with titanium by ionic plating. The fitting as a finished product has not been 
allowed to assume any color arbitrarily chosen. 

^TOs myention has been proposed in view of the true state of affairs mentioned 
above and is aimed at providing a fastener for bags which exhibits an excellent ability 

25 to resist infliction of injury. 

According to the first aspect of the present invention there is provided a 
fastener for bags, comprising an engaging piece fixed on a lid side of a bag and a latch 
mechanism comprising a metallic surface and a latch member, wherein the latch 
mechanism is fixed on a main body side of the bag and adapted to admit the engaging 

30 piece detachably, and characterised in that part of the engaging piece which is 

provided with an engaging ring for admitting the latch member and fated to collide 
against the metallic surface is clad with a member of synthetic resin for preventing 
infliction of injury to the metallic surface. 

(£> A -faster Jcr t>rk(casts is */so <ksariL*4 0*3333334, 
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At least pan of the engaging piece may be coated with synthetic resin, or at 
least part of the engaging piece have synthetic resin adhere thereto, or at least part of 
the engaging piece have synthetic resin fitted therein, or the engaging piece and a 



of the engaging piece coated with a member for preventing infliction of injury, the 
metallic surface against which the engaging piece is fated to collide while the Ud of a 
briefcase, bag, etc, is in the process of being opened and closed has no possibility of 
sustaining a scar or a dent. The surface of the fastener for the briefcases, bags, etc., 
10 therefore, can always be kept beautifully. 

Furthermore, since the engaging piece of the fastener for bags, etc. embodying 
this invention is furnished with an engaging ring for taking in the latch member of the 
latch mechanism, it is not required to be provided with a projecting part and, 
1 5 therefore, has no possibility of inflicting a scar on the metallic surface. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be described, by way of 
example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 

20 Figure 1 is a perspective view of essential part illustrating one embodiment of 

a fastener for bags, etc. 

Figure 2 is a side view of the essential part of the fastener for bags, etc. which 
is shown in Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating the first embodiment of the engaging 
25 piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc, 
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synthetic resin piece be joined fast with a cementing member. 

Since the fastener for briefcases, bags, etc, embodying this invention has part 
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Figure 4 is a perspective view illustrating the second embodiment of the 
engaging piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc, 

Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrating the third embodiment of the 
5 engaging piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc, 

Figure 6 is a front view illustrating the fourth embodiment of the engaging 
piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc, and 

10 Figure 7 is a longitudinal section illustrating the fifth embodiment of the 

engaging piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc. 

One embodiment of the fastener for bags, etc. will be described in detail below 
with reference to the attached drawing. Figures 1 and 2 illustrate one embodiment of 
15 the fastener for bags, etc, A fastener 10 is for bags, etc. and comprises an engaging 
piece 12 fixed on a lid side 1 1 of a bag and a latch mechanism 14 fixed on a main 
body side 13 of the bag and adapted to admit therein the engaging piece 12 
detachably, with part of the engaging piece 12 clad with a member 15 for preventing 
infliction of scar. 



In the present embodiment, the engaging piece 12 is fixed substantially at a 
right angle as directed toward the main body side 13 to the distal end side of a holding 
member 17 fixed with screws 16 to the end face of a lid side 11. Furthermore, in this 
embodiment, the engaging piece 12 is provided with an engaging ring 18 for taking in 
25 a latch member 19 of the latch mechanism 14. Optionally, the engaging piece may be 
in a form devoid of the engaging ring 18. The Jatch member 19 is tesiliently energized 
with a spring mechanism (not shown) so as to be thrust into a depressed part 21 of the 
latch mechanism 14 for admitting the engaging piece 12 and is adapted to be retracted 
against the spring by the manipulation of a knob 20 of the latch mechanism 20. 



The member 15 for preventing infliction of injury is formed through coating 
the surface of the engaging piece 12 with a layer of synthetic resin in a prescribed 
thickness as illustrated in Figure 3. The surface for this coating comprises a surface 
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15a fated to collide against the latch mechanism 14, a surface 15b continuing thereto, 
and opposite lateral surfaces 15c. As concrete examples of the synthetic resin to be 
used advantageously for this coating, polyethylene, nylon, saponified EVA, epoxy, 
polyester, fluorine resin, PTFE, FEP, and PFA may be cited. 



When the fastener is constructed as described above, since the surface of the 
engaging piece 12 colliding against the latch mechanism 14 is coated with the layer of 
synthetic resin, a metallic surface 28 of the latch mechanism 14 cannot be injured but 
can always be kept beautiful. 



Figure 4 is a perspective view illustrating the second embodiment of the 
engaging piece to be used in the fastener for bags according to this invention. In this 
embodiment, the member IS for preventing infliction of injury is a piece of synthetic 
resin 22 applied fast to the surface in part of the engaging piece 12 confronting the 
15 latch mechanism 14 by means of adhesion. The synthetic resin used herein may be 
any of the synthetic resins enumerated above by way of illustration* 

When the fastener is thus constructed, since the surface of the engaging piece 
12 colliding against the latch mechanism 14 is formed of the synthetic resin; the 
20 metallic surface % of the latch mechanism 14 cannot sustain a scratch or an injury but 
can always be kept beautiful. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrating the third embodiment of the 
engaging piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc. In the present embodiment, a 
25 dovetail groove 14 formed in part of the engaging piece 12 and a projection 25 
provided on a piece of synthetic resin 26 and adapted to conform to the dovetail 
groove 24 are joined by means of insertion-setting, 

When the fastener is constructed as described above, the dovetail groove 24 
30 enables the piece of synthetic resin 26 to be fixed infallibly to the engaging piece 12. 
Thus, the piece of synthetic resin can be prevented from accidental fall. 
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Figure 6 is a front view illustrating the fourth embodiment of the engaging 
piece to be used in the fastener for bags, etc. In this embodiment, the member 15 for 
preventing infliction of injury is formed through insertion of screws 27 made of 
synthetic resin into part of the engaging piece 12, In the present embodiment, 
5 insertion of two screws is depicted. The number of screws to be used for the insertion 
does not need to be limited to two but may be changed to one or to three or more as 
occasion demands. 

When the fastener is thus constructed, a simple structure suffices to prevent 
10 the opposed metallic pieces from colliding with each other and sustaining injuries. 

Figure 7 is a longitudinal section illustrating the fifth embodiment of the 
engaging piece to be used in the fastener for bags. In the present embodiment, the 
member 15 for preventing infliction of injury relies on fixing pins (joining members) 
1 5 23 erected in part of the engaging piece 12 to fix the piece of synthetic resin 22. The 
synthetic resin to be used herein may be any of the synthetic resins enumerated above. 

When the fastener is constructed as described above, since the piece of 
synthetic resin 22 is fixed with the fixing pin 23, the piece of synthetic resin can be 
20 fixed more infallibly. The otherwise possible fall of the piece of synthetic resin due to 
a shock* therefore, can be precluded. 

Embodiments of the invention have been described above. Since it has part of 
the engaging piece clad with a member for preventing infliction of injury, the metallic 
25 surface of the latch mechanism that is destined to collide against the engaging piece 
when the lid of the bag is in the process of being opened and closed cannot be injured 
or dented The metallic surface of the latch mechanism, therefore, can always be kept 
beautiful. 

30 The engaging piece of the fastener is provided with the engaging ring for 

admitting the latch member of the latch mechanism. Since the engaging piece is no 
longer required to be provided with a projecting part, therefore, the possibility of the 
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engaging piece inflicting injury on the metallic surface of the latch mechanism is 
remote. Furthermore, since the member for preventing infliction of injury has the 
synthetic resin fastened to the engaging piece by means of application, adhesion, or 
insertion-setting, the opposed metallic pieces are not suffered to collide against each 
5 other and the metallic surface of the latch mechanism is not injured 
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Claims: 



1. A fastener (10) for bags, comprising an engaging piece (12) fixed on a lid (11) side 
of a bag and a latch mechanism (14) comprising a metallic surface and a latch 

5 member (19), wherein the latch mechanism is fixed on a main body (13) side of the 
bag and adapted to admit the engaging piece (12) detachable and characterised in that 
part of the engaging piece (12) which is provided with an engaging ring (18) for 
admitting the latch member and fated to collide against the metallic surface is clad 
with a member (15) of synthetic resin for preventing infliction of injury of the 
10 metallic surface. 

2. A fastener according to claim 1, wherein the member for preventing infliction of 
injury comprises a layer of synthetic resin fastened by means of coating to the surface 
of the engaging piece fated to collide against the latch mechanism. 



3. A fastener according to claim 1, wherein the member for preventing infliction of 
injury comprises a piece of synthetic resin fastened by means of adhesion to the 
surface of the engaging piece fated to collide against the latch mechanism. 

20 4. A fastener according to claim 1 , wherein the member for preventing infliction of 
injury comprises a piece of synthetic resin fastened to part of the engaging piece by 
means of insertion-setting (24, 25). 

5. A fastener according to claim 1. wherein the member for preventing infliction of 
25 injury comprises a piece of synthetic resin piece joined to the engaging piece through 



6. A fastener according to claim 1, wherein the member (151 for preventing infliction 



piece (12) and wherein the projection and dovetail groove are jointed by means of 
insertion-setting. 



15 



a joining member (27/p^23). 








7. A fastener according to claim 1 , wherein the member (15) for preventing infliction 
of injury is formed through insertion of screws (27) made of synthetic resin into part 
of the engaging piece. 
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